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DETAILED ACTION 
SUPPLEMENTAL ACTION 

1 . This is in response to Applicant(s) arguments filed 03/1 6/2007. 

The following is the current status of claims: 

Claims 12-18 have been added. 

Claims 1-18 are presented for examination. 

Communication (status letter) filed on 12/16/05 is acknowledged. 

The Preliminary Amendment filed 1 1/24/2004 (see the evidence submitted 03/16/2007). 
Therefore, previously Office action, dated 2/07/2007, has been vacated. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/15/04. The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 



Drawings 

The Drawings submitted on 11/24/03 are acknowledged. 
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Objections / Specification 
The abstract is objected to because of "to / from" and "transmit / receive". Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of "insertion / ejection", "in / from" and transmitting / receiving". 
The Examiner suggests the Applicants to amend the claim in order to be more specific. 

Claim 2 is objected to because of "insertion / ejection" and transmitting / receiving". The Examiner 
suggests the Applicants to amend the claim in order to be more specific. 

Claim 3 is objected to because of "insertion / ejection". The Examiner suggests the Applicants to 
amend the claim in order to be more specific. 

Claim 4 is objected to because of "insertion / ejection", "in / from" and transmitted / received". The 
Examiner suggests the Applicants to amend the claim in order to be more specific. 

Claims 8 and 15 are objected to because of "and / or". The Examiner suggests the Applicants to 
amend the claim in order to be more specific. 

Claim 11 is objected to because of "transmission / reception". The Examiner suggests the 
Applicants to amend the claim in order to be more specific. 

Claim 10 is objected to because of "transmission / reception" and "to / from". The Examiner 
suggests the Applicants to amend the claim in order to be more specific. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by USPTNo. 6,588,667 
issued to Nakano et al., ("Nakano"). 

The applied reference has a common Konica with the instant application. Based upon the earlier 
effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not 
the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

As per claim 1, Nakano discloses "an information processing apparatus comprising: a first 
insertion/ejection portion in/from which a first recording medium can be inserted/ejected" (i.e., recording 
medium inserted or pulled out from the reading apparatus; see col. 4, lines 23-25) and "which can at least 
read out digital information from the inserted first recording medium" (i.e., data recorded into the recording 
medium; see col. 4, lines 32-36 and Fig. 1); 

"a second insertion/ejection portion in/from which a second recording medium can be 
inserted/ejected and which can read out and write digital information from and in the inserted second 
recording medium; control means" (i.e., reading data apparatus, computer and external; see col. 4, lines 
35-45 and Fig. 1); and 
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"an operating member which starts operation of reading out digital information from the first 
recording medium and writing the information in the second recording medium, wherein said first and 
second insertion/ejection portions are connected to be capable of transmitting/receiving digital 
information" (i.e., limiting information is transmitted; see col. 2, lines 33-45 and 4, 65 to col. 5, line 10), 

and "said control means searches for digital information recorded on the first recording medium 
inserted in said first insertion/ejection portion in accordance with operation of said operating member, 
buffers date data of a file, of the found files, which is set at a predetermined rank, creates a new directory 
in the second recording medium inserted in said second insertion/ejection portion" (i.e., directory 
information represents the name of a predetermined directory indicating a record in which the data 
information of a predetermined format is recorded in the recording medium by the digital still camera; see 
col. 5, lines 16-20), "writes the buffered date data as a creation date of the directory, and writes all the 
digital information recorded on the first recording medium into the newly created directory" (i.e., writing in 
new data information in a region of the recording medium; col. 3, lines 44-46). 

As per claim 2, in addition to claim 1, Nakano further discloses "said connecting portion are 
connected such that digital information can be transmitted/received from one of said portions to another 
portion, and said control means permits transmission/reception of digital information, through said 
connecting portion, between the external device and the first recording medium inserted in said first 
insertion/ejection portion and/or the second recording medium inserted in said second insertion/ejection 
portion when detecting that the external device is connected through said connecting portion, and inhibits 
transmission/reception of digital information through said connecting portion when not detecting that the 
external device is connected through said connecting portion" (i.e., limiting information is transmitted as 
an external apparatus; see col. 2, lines 33-34 and Fig. 1). 



Application/Control Number: 10/723,822 
Art Unit: 2162 



Page 6 



As per claim 3, in addition to claim 1, Nakano further discloses "when detecting that the external 
device is connected through said connecting portion, said control means reads out digital information 
from the first recording medium inserted in said first insertion/ejection portion and inhibiting a direct write 
in the second recording medium inserted in said second insertion/ejection portion even if said operating 
portion is operated" (i.e., recording medium connecting to terminals are used as terminals, memory card; 
col. 4, lines 38-45). 

As per claim 4, in addition to claim 1 , Nakano further discloses a connecting portion which can be 
connected to an external device" (i.e., recording medium connecting to terminals are used as terminals, 
memory card; col. 4, lines 38-45 and Fig. 2, item 310). 

As per claims 5-11, the limitations of claims 5-11 are similar to claims 1-4, therefore, the 
limitations of claims 5-11 are rejected in the analysis of claims 1-4, and these claims are rejected on that 
basis. 

As per claims 12-18, the limitations of claims 12-18 are similar to claims 1-4, therefore, the 
limitations of claims 12-180 are rejected in the analysis of claims 1-4, and these claims are rejected on 
that basis. 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
Otsuka et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,454,096 relates to a storage management system for a memory 

card. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to JEAN B. FLEURANTIN whose telephone number is 571 - 272-4035. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:05 to 4:35. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
JOHN E BREENE can be reached on 571 - 272-4107. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/JEAN B. FLEURANTIN/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2162 



